
 

 

 

Writing a Short Story 
 

Crafting a compelling short story requires skill, creativity, and attention to detail. Whether you're a 

seasoned author or new to writing, here's a guide to help you navigate the process of writing a short 

story: 

 

1. Choose Your Concept 

• Start with a clear concept or idea for your short story. Consider themes, characters, 

settings, or plot elements that inspire you. 

• Brainstorm multiple ideas and choose the one that resonates most strongly with you. 

 

2. Develop Your Characters 

• Create memorable characters with distinct personalities, motivations, and conflicts. 

• Explore their backgrounds, relationships, and internal struggles to add depth and 

complexity to your story. 

 

3. Plan Your Plot 

• Outline the key events and plot points of your story, including the introduction, rising 

action, climax, and resolution. 

• Consider pacing, tension, and narrative structure to keep readers engaged from 

beginning to end. 

 

4. Establish Setting and Atmosphere 

• Set the scene by describing the time, place, and atmosphere of your story in vivid detail. 

• Use sensory imagery to immerse readers in the world you've created and evoke 

emotional responses. 

 

5. Write Concisely and Purposefully 

• Short stories have limited space, so make every word count. 

• Focus on concise and impactful storytelling, avoiding unnecessary details or tangents. 
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6. Create Conflict and Tension 

• Introduce conflict early in your story to propel the plot forward and create tension. 

• Explore internal and external conflicts faced by your characters to drive the narrative and 

keep readers engaged. 

 

7. Show, Don't Tell 

• Use descriptive language and sensory details to show scenes, emotions, and character 

traits, rather than telling them outright. 

• Allow readers to draw their own conclusions and immerse themselves in the story 

through vivid imagery and subtle cues. 

 

8. Revise and Polish 

• Once you've completed a draft of your short story, take time to revise and polish your 

writing. 

• Pay attention to language, pacing, dialogue, and character development, making 

improvements as needed. 

 

Seek Feedback 

• Share your short story with trusted friends, writing groups, or beta readers to gather 

feedback. 

• Consider their perspectives and suggestions for improving your story before finalizing it 

for publication or submission. 

 

9. Embrace Experimentation and Creativity 

• Don't be afraid to experiment with narrative techniques, perspectives, or storytelling 

styles. 

• Allow your creativity to flourish and explore new ideas, even if they push the boundaries 

of traditional storytelling. 

 

10. Edit and Proofread 

• Thoroughly edit and proofread your short story for grammar, punctuation, spelling, and 

clarity. 

• Consider seeking professional editing assistance to ensure your story is polished and 

error-free. 

 

11. Submit and Share 

• Once you're satisfied with your short story, consider submitting it to literary magazines, 

anthologies, or online platforms. 

• Share your story with your audience through social media, author websites, or readings 

to connect with readers and build your author platform. 



3 
 

Russell-Alexander Publishing - Author Resources 

Russell-Alexander Publishing © 2024 

   
 

Writing a short story is a rewarding creative endeavour that allows you to explore new ideas, hone 

your craft, and connect with readers on an emotional level. By following these guidelines and staying 

true to your unique voice and vision, you can create impactful and memorable short stories that 

resonate with your audience. 

 
 


