
 

Writing an author bio 

 

Crafting an engaging and compelling author bio is crucial for connecting with readers, agents, 
publishers and the media. Here's a guide to help you write an effective author bio: 

1. Keep it concise 

• aim for a bio that is concise and to the point, typically around 100-200 words; and 

• focus on highlighting the most relevant and interesting aspects of your background and 
achievements. 

2. Start with your name and credentials 

• begin with your full name and any relevant credentials or qualifications (e.g., "Dr. Jane 
Smith" or "Award-winning author, John Doe"). 

3. Share your background 

• provide a brief overview of your background, including your profession, education, or any 
relevant experience; and 

• highlight any unique or noteworthy experiences that have shaped your writing journey. 

4. Showcase your achievements 

• mention any awards, accolades, or honours you've received for your writing or related 
work; and 

• include titles of published books, articles, or significant projects you've contributed to. 

5. Share your writing style and themes 

• offer insights into your writing style, genre preferences and the themes you explore in 
your work; and 

• provide a glimpse into the types of stories or topics readers can expect from your writing. 

6. Personalise your bio 

• share personal anecdotes, hobbies or interests that provide readers with  deeper 
understanding of who you are as a person; and 

• make sure to strike a balance between professionalism and relatability. 
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7. Include relevant links 

• provide links to  your author website, blog  or social media profiles where readers can 
learn more about you and your work; and 

• if applicable, link to online retailers where readers can purchase your book(s). 
 

8. Close with a Call to Action 

• encourage readers to connect with you, follow  your writing journey or sign up for  your 
newsletter; and 

• provide clear instructions on how readers can engage with you further. 
 

9. Customise for different audiences 

• tailor your author bio for different purposes and audiences such as readers and media 
outlets; and 

• review and revise your bio periodically to reflect your evolving writing style and 
accomplishments. 
 

10. Include relevant links 

• provide links to  your author website, blog  or social media profiles where readers can 
learn more about you and your work; and 

• if applicable, link to  online retailers where readers can purchase your book(s). 

Writing an author bio is an opportunity to showcase your unique voice, accomplishments and 
personality to your audience. By following these guidelines and infusing your bio with authenticity and 
enthusiasm, you can create a compelling narrative that resonates with readers and enhances your 
professional image as an author. 


